
Simpsonwood UMC – Small Groups 
 

Things you’ll want to do to establish safe community: 
� Learn names.  

� Collect contact information.  

� Only 1 person speaks at a time. Establish ‘respect.’   

� Explain that private prayer requests & discussed issues stay private.  

� There should always be two adults with youth. (‘Safe Sanctuary’).  

� Let us know where you are meeting in case we need to find you.  

 

Ideas to get kids talking: 
� Have everyone share a prayer request. 

� Remember that silence & long-pauses are okay.  

� Shut-down the over-talker who dominates all the group-time.  

� Ask “Why” or “How” questions; not “Yes/No” questions. 

 

Key Leadership notes:  
� All adults should fill out a Background Check. 

� Don’t meet with students one-on-one, or behind closed-doors.  

� Pray for your group, & be committed to your own personal growth.  

� Encourage students to talk. This isn’t a ‘sermon’ or 60 minutes of teaching. 

� Consider assigning kids jobs: Read the Scripture, Close in Prayer, etc. 

� Do not promise you will keep everything private. Be honest & let students know 

that if a situation is imminent or dangerous, you are going to alert the leaders.   

� Please don’t dismiss too early. As soon as other groups hear that yours is 

‘playing,’ the remaining groups will become less effective.  

� Start contemplating an appropriate follow-up once we’re back at home;           

maybe collect their mailing addresses for a hand-written letter, etc.  

� Re-Direct bad theology. If you ask a question like: Do all people go to heaven? 

And a student says “Of course.” – Follow up with: “You know what I think?”  

� A small group does not always have to be super-serious. Consider where you can 

do something fun, like posting a group picture on Instagram.  

� Please do not take your group off-site for an unplanned ‘adventure’ without at 

least 2 adults & notifying Chris/Michelle (so they know where you are).  

� If you want to be reimbursed for an unexpected expense; please get permission 

from Chris/Michelle first. We would prefer to put gas & expenditures on one of 

the church credit cards as much as possible.   

� PLEASE clean & restore rooms if there are crumbs, or other messes. 

 

We are not in the habit of moving students into a new group just because they are 

uncomfortable, or want to be with their BFF; but if we need to break-up a bad situation, 

try to let us know early in the week (instead of the last day).  

 

If you need anything:  

Chris’ Cell: (205) 218-7533 … and THANK YOU for loving students like Christ would.  



 

Cell Phone Policy:  
 

1. Leaders have priority to electrical outlets for charging. 

2. SUMC takes no responsivity for lost or broken electronics. 

3. No using someone else’s phone w/o asking. Even if it’s a ‘joke.’ 

4. No posting embarrassing photos of someone else w/o asking. 

5. No photos in a bathroom or ‘changing area.’ 

6. Phone use is never allowed at worship. 

7. Phone use is limited on worksites to taking photos & emergency calls. 

8. No headphones in the vans, which separates you from ‘community building.’ 

9. Cellphones will be ‘confiscated’ if abused during worship or worksites. 

 

 

 

Prayers (you may want to pass this sheet in a circle;  

or cut this into strips & hand-out to your team):  

 

1.   For the Health & Safety of our Group. 

 

2.   That Jesus would be glorified.  

 

3.   Thanks & Praise for all of God’s blessings. 

 

4.   For Strength that only comes from the Holy Spirit. 

 

5.   For Opportunities to share Jesus. 

 

6.   For depended Relationships & Christian community. 

 

7.   For a deeper Understanding of God’s Love.  

 

8.   That I can see others with compassion like Christ does. 

 

9.   For the members of our team who are Struggling or Hurting.  

 

10. For YouthWorks, the camp Speaker & the Worship-Team.  


