
Jewish holidays, or ‘Good Days’, are derived 
from three sources: Biblical commandments; 
Rabbinic mandates; & Jewish history. 
** = Pilgrimage Festivals to Jerusalem  
The six ‘Biblical Mandates’: 
 
• Passover ** 
Commemorates the Israelites being freed  
from slavery in Egypt. Jesus was celebrating  
Passover at the ‘Last Supper’ & became our 
sacrificial lamb. (Leviticus 23:4–8) 
 
• Shavuot ** (‘Feast of Weeks’ or ‘Pentecost’)  
Double significance ... It marks the wheat  
harvest (Exodus 34:22-23); & commemorates  
the day God gave the Torah at Mount Sinai. 
In Acts, Pentecost was the day the Holy Spirit 
rested upon the Apostles in Jerusalem.  
  
• Sukkot ** (‘Feast of Tabernacles’ or ‘Booths’)  
Double significance ... It marks the end of the 
harvest time; & commemorates the Exodus and 
the dependence of the People of Israel on the 
will of God (Leviticus 23:42-44). During harvest, 
farmers would live in tents, reminiscent of what 
the Israelites dwelt in during their 40 years of 
travel in the desert towards the Promised Land.  
 
• Rosh Hashanah (‘Feast of Trumpets’)  
The Jewish New Year, when they blow a Shofar.  
(Leviticus 23:23–25) One of 2 ‘High Holy Days’. 
 
• Yom Kippur (‘Day of Atonement’)  
The holiest day of the year; 25-hour period of 
fasting and intensive prayer (Leviticus 16:29). 
 
• Shemini Atzeret  
It directly follows the Jewish festival of Sukkot 
which is celebrated for seven days, and thus 
Shemini Atzeret is literally the eighth day. 
(Leviticus 23:36) A day of ‘pause.’  
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