
30 —  Jesus ascends into heaven.  
48 —  Paul's First Missionary Journey. 
62 —  Paul preaches at Rome.  
64 —  Fire ravages Rome. Emperor Nero blames Christians and unleashes persecution. 
70 —  Titus destroys Jerusalem and its temple. Separation deepens between Christianity and Judaism. 
312 —  Constantine is converted. He becomes a defender and advocate of the oppressed Christians. 
325 —  The Council of Nicea defines the doctrine of who Jesus really was. 
367 —  Athanasius' Easter Letter recognizes the New Testament Canon, listing the same books we have now. 
387 —  Augustine of Hippo is converted. His writings became bedrock for the Middle Ages.  
405 —  Jerome completes the Latin "Vulgate" version of the bible that becomes the standard for 1000 years. 
432 —  St.Patrick goes as a missionary to Ireland. 
451 —  The Council of Chalcedon confirms that Jesus was truly God and truly man and existed in one person. 
 
 
The term ‘Dark Ages’ is characterized as the bulk of the Middle Ages, or roughly the 6th to 13th centuries, as a period of 
intellectual darkness between extinguishing the "light of Rome,” and the rise of the Italian Renaissance in the 14th century. 
 
 
800 —  Charlemagne crowned emperor by the pope on Christmas. He advances the church, education, and culture. 
988 —  Conversion of Vladimir, Prince of Kiev, chooses Orthodoxy to unify and guide the Russian people. 
1273 —  Thomas Aquinas completes work on Summa Theoligica, the theological masterpiece of the Middle Ages. 
1456 —  Johann Gutenberg produces the first printed Bible (printing press). 
1512 —  Michelangelo completes his notable artwork on the Sistine Chapel ceiling in Rome. 
 
 
The Protestant Reformation (coming from the words ‘Protest’ & ‘Reform’), was the religious & political upheaval that  
splintered Catholic Europe; initiated by Martin Luther, John Calvin, Huldrych Zwingli. 
 
 
1517 —  Martin Luther posts his ninety-five theses. 
1522 —  The Bible is translated into German. 
1523 —  Zwingli leads the Swiss reformation from his base as head pastor in Zurich. 
1526 —  The Bible is translated into English.    
1534 —  Henry VIII makes the king, not the pope, head of the Church of England. 
1536 —  John Calvin publishes his substantial theological work of the Reformation. 
1608 —  Anglican preacher, John Smith, baptizes the first "Baptists." 
1611 —  King James translation of the Bible in the English language. 54 scholars worked for 4 years on the project. 
1620 —  Pilgrims coming to America sign the Mayflower Compact. 
1685 —  Johann Sebastian Bach & George Frederick Handel born. These 2 will use Biblical subjects in masterpieces. 
1735 —  Great Awakening under Jonathan Edwards stirs the American colonies with many conversions. 
 
 
1738 —  John Wesley's conversion leads to the founding of the Methodist Church. 
1758 —  John Wesley baptizes two African-American slaves which breaks the color barrier. 
1780 —  Newspaperman Robert Raikes begins Sunday schools to reach poor and uneducated children in England. 
1793  —  William Carey (a missionary to India), begins more Bible translations than had been in all Christian history. 
1921 —  First Christian radio broadcast over KDKA in Pittsburgh. 
1963 —  Martin Luther King, Jr., espouses the teachings of Jesus in a civil rights movement. 
1966 —  The Chinese church grows. Christianity did not die out under Communism. 
 
 


