
Parables can be found in Matthew, Mark & 
Luke. They represent approximately 1/3 of  
Jesus’ recorded teachings. They are seemingly 
simple and memorable stories that convey 
deep messages. Many of Jesus' parables refer 
to everyday things, such as a woman baking 
bread, or a man knocking on his neighbor's 
door at night; yet they deal with major religious 
themes, such as the growth of the kingdom of 
God, and the meaning of Love. 
 
Let’s start by checking-in on each other: 
• Do you know everyone’s name? 
• What good or bad happened this week? 
 
(#1.)  Do you remember any of the Parables?  
 
(#2.)  Do you think people get confused that 
 these are made-up ‘stories’ & never 
 actually happened? 
 
The Parable of the Hidden Treasure, &  
the Pearl (Matthew 13:44-46): 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden 
in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, 
and then in his joy went and sold all he had 
and bought that field. 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a  
merchant looking for fine pearls. When he 
found one of great value, he went away and 
sold everything he had and bought it.” 
 
(#3.)  Why do you think that Jesus told two 
 similar Parables back-to-back? 
 Is there any main difference between 
 the two?  
 
(#4.)  In your own words, what is the main 
 point Jesus is making?   

Jesus probably chose pearls (as the gem of 
value) because they were worth more than 
even emeralds and sapphires to the Romans. 
The valuable pearl is the "deal of a lifetime"  
for the merchant in the story.  
 
(#5.)  What would be the "deal of a lifetime" 
 for someone today? What would you 
 sell everything for if you found it on 
 eBay or at a flea market? 
 
(#6.)  Do you think the “kingdom of heaven” is 
 really worth all the work & sacrifice?  
 
The Parable of the Yeast (Matthew 13:33): 
“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds 
of flour until it worked all through the dough.” 
 
This is Jesus’ shortest Parable, and sometimes 
feels a little incomplete, or confusing.   
 
(#7.)  What do you know about baking; and 
 yeast? What have you ever baked? 
 
Jesus uses this story as an object lesson to 
illustrate the kingdom of heaven. Yeast is 
sometimes called ‘leaven.’ It is microscopic in 
size, and only a little is kneaded into the dough. 
The point is the kingdom of God may have 
small beginnings (just 12 disciples), but it will 
increase. Second, the kingdom of God exerts 
its influence from within; God first changes the 
heart of a person. Third, although the kingdom 
of God works invisibly, its effect is evident to all. 
 
(#8.) Do you think the crowd listening to the 
 Parables always got the point?  
 
Last note: it’s important to define “kingdom of 
heaven” as more than just Heaven. Jesus is 
referring to all of His domain as the Messiah; 
including the role He plays in our hearts today.  
 
• End by sharing prayer requests.  
 



Week 2 — October 22, 2017 
 
Let’s start by checking-in on each other: 
• Do you know everyone’s name? 
• What good or bad happened this week? 
 
The Bible records about 31 different Parables. 
But Jesus didn’t always explain himself …  
 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed  
(Mark 4:30-34): 
“What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, 
or what parable shall we use to describe it?   
It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest 
of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it 
grows and becomes the largest of all garden 
plants, with such big branches that the birds 
can perch in its shade.” 
With many similar parables Jesus spoke the 
word to them, as much as they could under-
stand. He did not say anything to them without 
using a parable. But when he was alone with 
his own disciples, he explained everything. 
 
(#1.)  Why would Jesus explain His meaning 
 to the disciples, but not the crowds?  
 
(#2.)  Do you think it made the crowd even 
 more interested in Jesus’ teaching, 
 or just frustrated? Do you think the 
 crowd-people went looking for the  
 disciples to get answers?  
 
Sometimes Jesus would tell similar parables 
back-to-back to make sure everyone got the 
main point. The most famous time was: 
Luke chapter 15  

• The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
• The Parable of the Lost Coin 
• The Parable of the Lost Son 
 
(#3.)  Have you ever lost something  
 important? Did you have others  
 help you ‘search’?  

 

The main patterns of these 3 parables are:  
• The main character (God) possesses    

something valuable and does not want to 
lose it; & expresses care in looking for that 
which was lost. 

• The main character rejoices in the finding   
of the lost thing, but does not rejoice alone. 

• Each thing that was lost has a personal    
value, not just a money value: shepherds 
care for their sheep, women cherish their 
bridal gifts, and a father loves his son. 

 
Go ahead and have someone read each of  
the three parables in Luke 15 one at a time.  
 
(#4.)  Which was your favorite? Which main 
 character seemed most relatable?  
 
Did you notice that each parable increased the 
desperation? Only one out of 100 sheep was 
lost, then one out of 10 coins, then one out of 
only 2 sons …  
 
Sometimes the Parable of the Lost Son is  
called the Parable of the Prodigal Son. 
We always talk about the reckless wasteful  
son, but let’s look at the other son … 
The older son seems to think in terms of  
"law and earned reward" rather than love.  
 
(#5.)  In the story, God is always the character 
 that lost something; and the ‘lost’ item 
 represents people that need Jesus.   
 But who (or) what does the older son 
 represent in this parable? 
 
(#6.)  Who are you most like?  
• The sheep that wondered off. 
• The friend that helps the lady find her coin. 
• The older son who always does what’s right. 
• The younger son who is on his way back.  
 
 
 End by sharing prayer requests.  
 


